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Capital University: from Gen Ed to Signature Learning

2017-2019: Revision from class-based gen. ed. program to outcome-based 

From 47(?) learning outcome to 7 Program Level Outcomes (PLOs)

Example: Students interact knowledgeably and ethically with people 
and ideas from many cultures, religions, and identities.

Move allowed us to re-shape the program allow PLO-defined “pathways”

Organized interdisciplinary “communities of practice” to define pathways, 
discuss outcomes & assignments across disciplines and co-curricular 
experiences



Capital - Communities of Practice

The Ethics and Society CoP has members from across disciplines representatives from 
student development units

Allows for greater transparency with students as well as between instructors

Inter- or trans-disciplinary orientation

In first year ethics, students start to think about questions of pluralism, moral 
issues surrounding life in a pluralistic community with deep disagreements.

That theme carries through subsequent classes

Future work: integrate courses in the majors and co-curricular activities





Student Basic Needs Insecurity

The 2020 #RealCollege survey tell a sobering story about basic needs insecurity.

https://hope4college.com/rc2021-bni-during-the-ongoing-pandemic/


Ethical costs of basic needs insecure students

“The financial costs of college for strivers [first-gen or low-income students] and even 
for many middle-class families these days are staggering. Yet strivers face other costs 
along the path of upward mobility that are equally important, though rarely discussed.  
These costs are ethical; that is, they concern those aspects of life that give it value and 
meaning--relationships with family and friends, connection to one’s community, and 
one’s sense of identity.”  

Jennifer Morton, Moving Up Without Losing Your Way, 8



Strategy 1: Basic Needs Syllabus Statement
Any student who faces challenges securing their food or housing and believes this may 
affect their performance in the course is urged to contact the Dean of Students for support. 
Furthermore, please notify the professor if you are comfortable in doing so. This will enable 
her to provide any resources that she may possess.

Sara Goldrick-Rab, “Basic Needs Insecurity and the Syllabus”

https://saragoldrickrab.medium.com/basic-needs-security-and-the-syllabus-d24cc7afe8c9


Strategy 2: Know how to connect students

Student resources: Any student who has difficulty accessing sufficient food to eat 
every day, affording course materials, or who lacks a safe and stable place to live 
is urged to contact the professor. Resources may be available to assist by also 
visiting www.tarleton.edu/texconnect. Students may utilize the free campus pantry 
which has fresh, frozen, refrigerated, and shelf-stable food, personal hygiene 
items, and academic supplies. Students may request access for the Purple Pantry 
by completing the short form at www.tarleton.edu/purplepantry. In Stephenville, 
the Tarleton Purple Pantry is located externally in the lower level of the Thompson 
Student Center facing the Dining Hall.

http://www.tarleton.edu/texconnect
http://www.tarleton.edu/purplepantry


Strategy 2: Know how to connect students



Choose your own breakout room adventure:
1. Gen Ed connections - Examine philosophy classes’ connections to your institutions 

gen. ed. outcomes
2. Student basic needs insecurity - Consider philosophy classes’ connections to 

resources addressing student basic needs insecurity, institutionally and beyond



Gen Ed Outcomes Questions

Look at general education learning outcomes. Where and how does philosophy fit in the 
program?

What academic areas might be helpful in defining or clarifying learning outcomes or 
areas of resonance? Student development staff?

An exercise: consider the learning outcomes in your GE program and pick one that isn’t 
directly philosophy-related (or only philosophy-related). How might you revise an 
assignment to align with that outcome?



Basic Needs Insecurity Questions
Where do questions of basic needs fit into frequently taught philosophical texts?  E.g. 
food insecurity and Aristotle’s discussion of external goods 

How might basic needs insecurity fit into majors that commonly take philosophy 
courses?  E.g. Maslow’s hierarchy for psychology students

An exercise:  find one or more basic needs resources on your institution’s website.  If you 
were a student, would you be able to find and access them?  Why or why not?


