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Philosophy for kids + undergrad teaching: 
two great tastes that taste great together!

Some benefits of philosophy for children 
(Trickey & Topping 2004):  

greater student reading comprehension 

improvements in reasoning and self-esteem 

Some benefits of undergraduates teaching 
(Fiorella & Mayer 2014): 

greater long-term information retention  

strengthened motivation and interest in 
learning



Description of the project  
(part 1)

Joint service project of students from an Introduction to 
Philosophy course and a Children’s Literature course 

Undergraduates given brief training on leading philosophical 
discussions with younger students 

In pairs, undergraduates prepare questions to use in the 
discussions they will lead. 

A helpful resource:  
https://www.prindleinstitute.org/teaching-children-philosophy/ 

Description of the project  
(part 2)

The undergraduates lead the discussions in classes of a 
gifted and talented program at a local public elementary 
school. 

Grades 1-2: the undergrads also read the books to the 
elementary school students. 

Grades 3-5: the undergrads lead the elementary school 
students in a discussion of book excerpts read 
beforehand.



A Sampling of the Books Used

Practical advice for instructors undertaking an 
“Undergrads teaching philosophy for kids” project

• Start small! 

• One useful starting point: contacting teachers of  your or 
your colleagues’ children. 

• Begin to make public / private school contacts early. 

• Model a sample discussion with undergraduate students 
before they undertake their own. 

• Make sure students have good directions to the local 
schools.



Practical advice for undergraduate students participating in an 
“undergrads teaching philosophy for kids” project 

(part 1)

• Prepare several more questions than you think you will be able to 
ask. 

• Ask questions that prime a descriptive rather than a one-word 
answer. 

• Make the questions you ask as concrete and specific as 
possible. 

• While you should be flexible in the way the discussion proceeds, 
decide in advance what each of  you will be doing during your time 
with the students. 

• Arrive early! 

• Give the children a sense of  what a discussion of  philosophy is all 
about.

Practical advice for undergraduate students participating 
in an “undergrads teaching philosophy for kids” project 

(part 2)

• Start asking some basic questions as you tell/summarize 
the story to prepare the children for the more in-depth 
questions you will ask during the discussion period. 

• Don’t feel the need to get through a set number of  
questions or to work through questions in a particular 
order.   

• Follow up on a child’s response and link it to the next 
question or to something said previously in the 
conversation. 

• Enthusiasm is contagious! Be dynamic!


